Going to College 2021

A guide for parents and students

UPDATED EDITION: Feb ‘21
*Including Leaving Cert 2021 Update

*UPDATE ON LEAVING CERTIFICATE 2021 - FORMAT and OPTIONS
The latest statement from Minister for Education Norma Foley TD (issued February 17th), announced that 2021
Leaving Certificate students will have a choice between grades accredited by the State Examinations Commission (SEC),
to be known as SEC-Accredited Grades, written exams, or both. However, students who opt-in to receive
Accredited/Calculated Grades will not receive them before the written exams.
So, Accredited/Calculated Grades will be given to students at the same time as exam results. The decision
was made to give students the choice, as the government has said it would be “unfair” to have students sit exams
when a large amount of their time in senior cycle has been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions.
The Irish Second-Level Students’ Union (ISSU) has said that it will continue to engage with the Department of
Education, to ensure this year’s Leaving certificate process is as fair as possible. This will include pushing for fairer
solutions with regard to the appeals system and further choice on written exam papers, as well as ensuring that
the algorithm for Accredited/Calculated Grades Process stands up to scrutiny.
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS:
• Students will have the option to receive Accredited/Calculated Grades, written exams, or both
• Accredited/Calculated Grades will be given at the same time as the exam results
• Exams will run at the normal time in June (subject to public health advice)
• Non-exam assessment (e.g. orals, practicals) will go ahead, but with certain aspects
not running due to COVID-19.
• The Accredited/Calculated Grades Process will be overseen by the State Examination Commission.

DECISIONS! DECISIONS!
Making important career decisions can be difficult, it is important to make sure you are well informed and avail
of whatever support is there. In the first instance you should consult with your school’s Guidance Counsellor and
get access to careers information and advice. The YMCA Youth Information Service has produced this publication
as a further support, providing practical information and advice for students and their parents on the full range of
education and training options available to school leavers, together with details of application procedures and
education finance. A companion publication called Options 2021 will be produced at the end of the summer to
coincide with Leaving Certificate results.

YOUTH INFORMATION - ONLINE ASSISTANCE
YIChat: www.ymca-ireland.net/question
Youth Information Chat is an online chat service operated by YMCA Ireland’s Advocacy and Youth Information
Service together with Youth Information Centres from Youth Work Ireland, Crosscare and by Ireland’s Youth Information
website, SpunOut.ie.
The service is staffed by trained Youth Information Officers, who can help young people
and parents discuss their situation and talk through their options. YIChat works just like
WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger. It helps to provide young people and parents with
advice and answers to their questions.
The Youth Information Chat service is also available every Monday to Friday, 16:00 - 20:00
or you can leave a message outside of those hours and receive a reply by email.
The service is open to 16 to 25 year olds, parents, and people who work with young people.

Go to
ymca-ireland.net/question
to get started

RESEARCHING COURSE OPTIONS

CAO

Before you make an application to the CAO, it is essential that you thoroughly research all your course options and
not be too restrictive in your choices. In the first instance you should get access to career information and advice
through your school Guidance Counsellor.
It is advisable to visit college websites and, where possible, attend college open days (virtual or otherwise). The
website www.qualifax.ie is another excellent resource, containing information on courses available nationwide. It
includes information on course contents, calculating points, basic entry/course requirements and career possibilities.
Another searchable course database is the Careers Portal website (www.careersportal.ie). These resources also have
career interest assessments / preference exercises that will prompt you with a list of courses that may suit your career
preferences. If you are still unsure of your exact career or course choice, you can still submit an application and then,
if necessary, use the CAO “change of mind” facility to change your course choices and order of preference. However,
check the restrictions on applications in the CAO handbook or on their website.
If at this point you are still unsure of your exact career or course choice, you can still submit an application and
then, if necessary, use the CAO “change of mind” facility to change your course choices and order of preference.
However, check the restrictions on applications in the CAO handbook or on their website.

BASIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
In addition to the leaving certificate points system, each 3rd level institution may have its own basic or
minimum entry or matriculation requirements, and some courses may also require particular subjects/grades.
For exact requirements be sure to check the website of the relevant college.

IMPORTANT! - NOTE ON CAO DATES

www.cao.ie

As CAO dates are subject to change, make sure to check their website regularly to keep yourself accurately
informed of important dates regarding application procedures, offer acceptance deadlines and more.
CAO APPLICATION PROCEDURES
• Each applicant will be offered the highest preference course to which their results may entitle them (if any)
under each category: Level 8 or Level 7 / Level 6.
• You must list your course choices in genuine order of preference, always putting the course you would most
like to do as your first preference at the top of the list.
• If you are not successful in your first choice this will have no effect on your chances of getting a place in one
of your lower preferences.
• There are two categories Level 8 and Level 7 / Level 6. You can list up to 10 choices in each category, which
should be in genuine order of preference.
• Listing courses in more than one category is advisable. As it means that you can receive more than one offer
simultaneously, with the option to accept the one of your choice.
CAO ONLINE APPLICATION FACILITY
You can apply at www.cao.ie from Thursday, November 5th 2020 (12:00). Applications should be done well in
advance and it is recommended to register on the CAO system early to obtain your CAO application number.
If you apply online before Wednesday, 20th January 2021 (17:15), you can avail of the €30 discounted application fee

Other Key CAO Dates *
*As dates are subject to change, check www.cao.ie regularly to stay accurately informed
Change of Course Choices (free) Facility opens

- Opens 5th November 2020 at noon

Change of Course Choices (free) Facility closes

- Closes 1st Feb 2021 at 5.15pm

Normal Closing Date for Applications

- 1st Feb 2021 at 5.15pm

Online facility to amend course choices becomes
available (€10 fee)

- 5th Feb 2021 at noon

Closing Date for Amending Course Choices

- 1st March 2021 at 5.15pm

Closing Date for Final Completion of Online
DARE / HEAR Forms

- 1st March 2021 at 5.15pm

LATE Application Facility Opens (€60 fee)

- 5th March 2021 at noon

DARE / HEAR Supporting Documentation
to Arrive in CAO

- Before 15th March 2021 at 5:15pm

Closing Date for LATE Applications

- 1st May 2021 at 5:15pm

Online Change of mind (free) Facility Becomes Available - 5th May at noon

HEAR or SIF/DARE Applications
When applying for HEAR indicate it on CAO form. For DARE applicants select “modify disability/SLD” status on
your CAO form. See the table above (OTHER KEY CAO DATES) for important HEAR/DARE application dates. For
further info & questions on assessment see www.accesscollege.ie and/or visit the Access Offices in the partici
pating colleges. Colleges will also run Hear/Dare information sessions & advice clinics on January 9th, Nation wide.
These sessions are helpful to both parents and students.
Contact participating colleges for information session times.
AFTER APPLYING
CAO will communicate with applicants via post and email, and in some instances telephone and SMS text message,
at various intervals throughout the application process. All CAO correspondence must be read carefully and any
errors or omissions notified to CAO immediately via the ‘Contact form’ on our website www.cao.ie.
CHANGE OF COURSE CHOICES FACILITY
Subject to certain restrictions, course choices and order of preference can be changed, free of charge, as often
as desired, up to 1st Feb 2021 at 5.15pm. Changes will be acknowledged by a Statement of Course Choices.
LEAVING CERTIFICATE RESULTS & CAO OFFERS
Leaving Certificate results are usually issued in mid August, with CAO first round offers normally made within
days. Once again, check the cao.ie for accurate dates and times, closer to August. With regard to offers, should
there be a delay in receiving any documentation, contact CAO using the ‘Contact Us’ facility on the website.
HEI OPEN DAYS
For information on all College Open Days
you can visit www.qualifax.ie and look under
‘Events Calendar’ - ‘Career Events’

POINTS SYSTEM 2021
Higher level grade H1 H2 H3 H4 H5 H6
90-100 80-90 70-80 60-70 50-60 40-50
Percent
Points
100 88 77 66 56 46
Lower level grade
O1 O2
90-100 80-90
Percent
Points
56 46

H7 H8
30-40

0-30

70-80

60-70

37 0
O3 O4 O5 O6 O7 O8
50-60 40-50 30-40

37 28 20 12

0

0-30

0

MATHS BONUS POINTS
In Higher Level Maths, for H6 grades and above, 25 additional bonus points will be awarded to the 46 points
already awarded for a H6 grade.
LCVP GRADES
Distinction: 66 points / Merit: 46 points / Pass: 28 points
IMPORTANT: HEIs award points for results in LCVP Link Modules, in place of a 6th Leaving Cert subject. However, not all HEIs count LCVP
as meeting eligibility requirements in regard to passing subjects. Applicants should refer to HEI literature for full details.
FOUNDATION LEVEL GRADES
F1: 20 ponts / F2: 12 points

CAO Points Calculator

If needed, a Points Calculator is available on the CAO website at www.cao.ie

CONDITIONS REGARDING POINTS
• The 6 best results, in recognised subjects, in one Leaving Certificate Examination will be counted for
points computation.
• One sitting only of the Leaving Certificate will be counted for points purposes.
• With certain subjects, (e.g. Home Economics [General], Foundation Level Maths or Foundation Irish)
some HEIs may not award the points shown above. If in doubt, check with the Admissions Office of the
appropriate HEI.
• Remember, you must first meet the minimum entry requirements in order to be considered for entry to
a course.
• The bonus points are included in the overall points calculation only when Mathematics is one of the
applicant's best six subjects following the addition of the bonus.

Important Notes (Specific HEi / Courses)
• NCAD does not award points for Leaving Certificate or other examinations in the case of their restricted
courses. Consult NCAD literature for details.
• Applicants for undergraduate medicine courses should consult the Student Resources section of the
CAO website and click on the Entry to Medicine tab.
HIGHER EDUCATION LINKS SCHEME (HELS) under QQI (Quality and Qualifications Ireland)
The Higher Education Links Scheme (HELS) gives learners the opportunity to use their QQI Level 5 or 6
major award to apply, through the CAO, for a place in the first year of a higher education programme. For
further information about how points are calculated for QQI-FET applicants, please visit the Applicant
Scoring page in the ‘Student Resources’ section of www.cao.ie.

CAO OFFERS PROCESS
Accepting an offer:
If you receive an offer and you choose to accept this offer, you can do so online. If you choose to accept
your offer you must do so by the reply date indicated on the Offer Notice.
Available places;
If HEIs have any new courses that open for application after the Change of Mind deadline, or if any places
remain unfilled in particular courses after all offers have been made, and the waiting lists of applicants
meeting minimum entry requirements have been exhausted, such vacancies will be advertised
Deferring Offers;
If you wish to defer an offer of a college place, you do not accept your offer. You must e-mail or write to
the admissions office of the appropriate HEI immediately.

Post Leaving Certificate Courses

PLC

Colleges of Further Education offering PLC courses, mostly accredited by QQI Fet/Fetac, prepare students
for direct employment or act as a pathway to higher education.

Cork Plc
Colleges

North and East

Cork Plc
Colleges

Cork College of Commerce
Morrison's Quay, Cork, T12 H685
E: apply@ccoc.ie
Tel: 021-422 2100
www.corkcollegeofcommerce.ie

St. John‘s Central College
Sawmill St., Cork, T12 DW32
E: info@stjohnscollege.ie
Tel: 021-425 5500
www.stjohnscollege.ie

Colaiste Stiofain Naofa
Tramore Road, Cork, T12 AC91
E: info@csn.ie Tel: 021-496 1020
www.csn.ie

City North College of Further Education
Hollyhill, Cork, T23 PW60
E: info@citynorthcollege.ie
Tel: 021-439 7740 / 021-439 1782
www.citynorthcollege.ie

Carrignafoy Community College Cobh
Carrignafoy, Cobh, Co. Cork,P24 WR29
E: cobhcc@eircom.net
Tel: 021-481 1325
www.cobhcommunitycollege.com

Mallow College of Further Education
West End, Annabella, Mallow, Co. Cork,
P51 P732
E: info@mallowcollege.ie Tel: 022-43309
www.mallowcollege.ie

west

Cork Plc
Colleges

Clonakilty Further Education and
Training Centre, CETB
St. Fachna's Centre, Casement Park,
Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Tel: 086 020 4681
https://www.facebook.com/ClonakiltyFET
Maria Immaculata Community College,
Dunmanway
Bantry Road, Dunmanway,
Co.Cork, P47 AP82
E: MICCinfo@corketb.ie
Tel: 023-885 6030
www.micc.ie

McEgan College of Further Education
Macroom, Co. Cork, P12 E291
E: info.office@mcegan.ie
Tel: 026-41076
www.mcegan.ie
Kinsale College of Further Education
Bandon Road, Kinsale, Co.Cork, P17 NN67
E: info@kinsalecollege.ie
Tel:021-477 2275
www.kinsalecollege.ie

West Cork Campus of College of Commerce
Rossa College, Skibbereen, P81 PN30
E: westcorkcampus@ccoc.ie
Tel: 028-21644
www.westcorkcampus.corkcollegeofcommerce.ie

INDEPENDENT THIRD LEVEL
COLLEGES (Cork City)

STUDYING UK & N.I.

Griffith College - Cork Campus
Wellington Road, Montenotte, Cork, T23 DF3A
E : admissions.gcc@griffith.ie
Tel: 021-450 7027
https://www.griffith.ie/locations/cork

UCAS

UCAS is the online application system to apply to study in the UK and NI. See www.ucas.com for more
details on application procedures.
Applicants can follow the progress of their application through the UCAS Track system.
see - https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/track-your-ucas-application

UK & Northern Ireland Fees
The following fees may apply to Irish Students who
wish to study in the UK:
- England - Can charge students up to £9,250
- Scotland - No fee*
- Wales - Can charge students up to £9,000
- Northern Ireland - Can charge up to £4,395

*If you take up residence in Scotland in order to study
at a Scottish university or college, you will not have to
pay tuition fees (as long as you meet the relevant
resident criteria). Also, you will need to apply to the
SAAS (Student Awards Agency Scotland) to have your
tuition fees paid for you, as this is not automatic.

UK / N.I TUITION FEE LOANS
You can apply for a Tuition Fee loan, which you only have to repay after you have graduated and are
earning above a certain level.

MORE INFO ON TUITION FEES and FUNDING FOR UK STUDY
You can find out more about tuition fees and funding available in your region by visiting
https://www.ucas.com/finance/finance-international-and-eu-students
More information is available at the following contacts:
Cork College of Commerce
www.careersportal.ie/ed_training/study_abroad.php

The British Council, Ireland
www.study-uk.britishcouncil.org
Email: generalenq.ireland@britishcouncil.org
Tel: +353 (0)1 676 4088

Student Finance Services (non UK)
www.gov.uk/student-finance/eu-students
See also www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate-finance-and-support The UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA)
The UK's National Advisory Body, serving the
Helpline (+44) (0) 141 243 3570 (also on Twitter & Facebook)
interests of international students and those who
work with them.
www.ukcisa.org.uk
Tel: +44 20 7788 9214

STUDYING IN EUROPE
The European Universities Central Application Support Service (EUNiCAS)
provides information on College courses in Europe taught through English.
Check the website for further information www.eunicas.ie

STATE TRAINING AGENCIES
Teagasc - The Agriculture and Food Development Authority
(Also see CAO for courses through CIT & UCC)
www.teagasc.ie
Cork Training Centre (Cork Education & Training Board)
provide a range of training and including apprenticeships
www.corktrainingcentre.ie
Tel: 021 4856 200
E: info@corktrainingcentre.ie

National Maritime College of Ireland (NCMI)
Third level college in partnership with CIT, the Irish
Naval Service (INS) and Focus Education. Applications
for all degree programmes are made through the CAO.
Tel: 021 433 5600
E: reception@nmci.ie
www.ncmi.ie
Bord Iascaigh Mhara - BIM
This institution helps to develop the Irish Seafood Industry,
by providing training and upgrading of skills.
Tel: 012 144 100
E: rfccastletownbere@bim.ie
E: info@bim.ie
www.bim.ie

ALTERNATIVES TO THE
CAO/UCAS ROUTE
APPRENTICESHIPS
Craft Apprenticeships:
Train to become a plasterer or electrician etc. While you are training, you work with an employer learning
the necessary skills and receive a wage. Most apprenticeships last 4 years. You must be at least 16 years of
age and have a minimum of grade D in any five subjects in the Junior Certificate or equivalent. However,
employers may require additional minimum qualifications.
New Apprenticeships:
NFQ Level 5 to 9 is offered through the individual industries in areas as diverse as: financial services,
accounting, medical devices and software development. Professional bodies, such as the Accounting
Technicians of Ireland / ESB and Insurance Practitioners of Ireland, have programmes to link you to the
employers & relevant academic institutes.
Visit www.solas.ie and click on apprenticeships

SOLAS

Solas offers Further Education and Training programmes. Part-time, full-time, day, evening and online
courses. Programmes include Apprenticeships, Traineeships, Skills to Advance, eCollege and the European
Globalisation Fund. www.solas.ie
For more info visit www.solas.ie/information-covid-19/

THE DEFENCE FORCES
Recruitment competitions are held as required for the Defence Forces.
Visit their website for more information - www.military.ie/en/

An Garda Síochána
To register your interest you must have a User Account on www.publicjobs.ie. If you have not already
done so, you must register as a New User to create your Profile. Once registered, you can set up a job
alert for positions within An Garda Síochána.
In the section Create Job Alert, under Job Category, select Security/Emergency Services and Sub
Category Garda then “Add alert”. Candidates should not confuse registering (Creating a Profile) and
setting up a job alert with submitting an application. Once the position is advertised you must then
access the application form, complete and submit it.

COLLEGES FOR REPEAT LEAVING CERTIFICATE
College of Commerce - Morrison’s Island, Cork (Non-private)
Tel: (021) 4223801 / Mail: mdebarra@ccoc.ie / Web: corkcollegeofcommerce.ie
Bruce College - Audley House, St. Patrick’s Hill, Cork.
Tel: (021) 450 4122 / Mail: susan@brucecollege.ie / Web: brucecollege.ie
Hewitt College - 24, Patrick’s Hill, Cork.
Tel: (021) 455 0430 / Mail: admin@hewittcollege.net / Web: hewittcollege.ie
Deane College - Fitzgerald House, 73-75 Grand Parade, Cork.
Tel: (021) 427 4722 / Mail: deanecollege@eircom.net / Web: deanecollege.ie

SUSI - THE STUDENT GRANT SCHEME

GRANTS

The Student Grant Scheme, administered by SUSI, covers approved degree courses from most Higher
Education Institutions in Ireland, approved Further Education courses in PLC colleges and certain courses
pursued in approved educational institutions within the EU.

ELIGIBILITY
1. Residence & Nationality:
You must be an Irish, EU, EEA or Swiss National or have specific leave to remain in the State; and you
must be ordinarily resident in Ireland the EU, EEA or Switzerland for 3 of the last 5 years. If you were
resident outside the Irish State, it may affect the type of funding you could receive.
2. Academic Eligibility:
Persons who secure a place on an approved course will be deemed to have met the academic attainment
requirements.
3. Means:
Grants are subject to a means test, based on the annual reckonable income of the candidate and his/her
parent(s)/guardian(s), taking into consideration the number of dependent children in the family and the
number attending an approved full-time course of study in 2021/2022.

STUDENT GRANT BREAKDOWN
Part 1. Maintenance Grant: A contribution towards living costs of a student.
Part 2. Fee Grant

NON-ADJACENT and ADJACENT MAINTENANCE GRANT RATES:
Maintenance grants are payable at either adjacent or nonadjacent rates. The non-adjacent rate applies
where normal residence is 45 kilometres or more from the college. The adjacent rate is payable in all
other cases.

SPECIAL RATE MAINTENANCE GRANT:
To be eligible for the Special Rate a student’s family income must meet the following conditions;
- Your total reckonable household income must not exceed €24,500
- On 31st December of the previous year to your application, the household income must include an
eligible long-term Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payment.

FEES GRANT:
The Fees Grant will cover;
- All or part of a student’s tuition fees
- All or part of the ‘student contribution’
- Costs of essential field trips

Qualifying for the fee grant
- This type of grant is means tested and follows a lot of the same conditions as the maintenance grant.
- Generally, if you qualify for a maintenance grant, you will also qualify for the fee grant.
- You must be in an approved undergraduate or postgraduate course in an approved institution.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Apply online at www.susi.ie. Use Eligibility Reckoner on SUSI website, for quick assessment of eligibility.
There is also an Online Tracker available to check the status of application and a second pin number for
security.

SUSI - FURTHER INFORMATION:
For more information on eligibility and the SUSI grant application process visit susi.ie for more detailed
information.

ACCOMMODATION
STUDENT ACCOMMODATION
For students who have applied to CAO and will need to move to be near college it would be best to
contact the college you wish to attend to for advice and support in accommodation locally early in the
process. Some college Student Unions provide lists of suitable accommodation.
Check the college website for more information:
www.aitsu.ie
www.itcarlow.ie
www.cit.ie
www.ucc.ie
www.dcu.ie
www.dit.ie
www.iadt.ie
www.itb.ie
www.it-tallaght.ie
www.tcd.ie
www.ucd.ie
www.dkit.ie
www.gmit.ie
www.gmit.ie
www.nuigalway.ie
www.lyit.ie
www.lit.ie
www.ul.ie
www.nuim.ie
www.itsligo.ie
www.itttralee.ie
www.wit.ie

Athlone IT
IT Carlow
CIT
UCC
DCU
DIT
Dun Laoghaire IADT
IT Blanchardstown
IT Tallaght
Trinity College
UCD
Dundalk IT
Galway-Mayo IT
GMIT Castebar
NUI Galway
Letterkenny IT
Limerick IT
UL
NUI Maynooth
IT Sligo
IT Tralee
Waterford IT

090 6468067
059 9175600
021 4335750
021 4818459
01 7005736
01 4023394
01 2394646
01 8851592
01 4042047
01 896 1177
01 7161031
042 9370390
091 7423264
094 9043162
091 493999
074 9186000
061 293135
061 202331
01 7083322
071 9137369
066 7145600
051 306100

Other useful accommodation websites include:
daft.ie / let.ie / eazycork.com / rent.ie / property.ie

STUDENT SUPPORTS
There is a lot of help and support available to you when you start college - you just need to ask:
- Admissions Officer: Often your first point of contact. They advise on the administration of college life, such
as deferring courses, changing courses etc.
- Access Officer: Assists students on various issues such as financial problems, education worries and facilities /
resources for people with disabilities (some colleges have separate disability officers).
- Student Services Officer: Plans for students needs such as orientation for newcomers, counselling, mentoring etc.
- Student Union: Represents students and advises on student issues.

YMCA IRELAND'S ADVOCACY &
YO U T H I N F O R M AT I O N S E R V I C E
Our service connects young people, parents and those who work with young people
with a professional Youth Information Officer who provides personalised information.
The service is a great way for you to get more information, learn about new opportunities
and talk through your own situation with someone who can help.

YIChat Service
www.ymca-ireland.net/question
Monday-Friday 16:00 - 20:00 (except for public holidays)
or you can leave a message outside of those hours and receive a reply by email
West Cork Helpline
023 8844009
Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays 14:00 - 16:00
You can also contact us to set up an appointment at a time that suits you
Cork City Online
youthinfo@ymca-ireland.net
Just contact us to set up an appointment at a time that suits you
Follow us on
&
@yiyoungvoices
Find out about the latest online/ offline opportunities, Youth Advocacy
programmes and future Youth Information activities at
Youth Innovation Space, YMCA, 11/12 Marlboro Street, Cork

# Y M C A Y O U T H I N F O

WHILE EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS
DOCUMENT IS ACCURATE, THE YOUTH INFORMATION SERVICES CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
LIABILITY INCURRED OR LOSS SUFFERED AS A CONSEQUENCE OF RELYING ON THAT MATTER.

